The 3=8 Diagrams and Symbols 


Illustrations of the Practicus Ritual Diagrams and Symbols, 
Together with an Explanation 


The Water Tablet. 


The Tablet of Water is constructed on the same principle as the Tablet of Earth 
used in the preceding Grade, but the colors of the element of Water, Blue, 
predominate instead of Black. 


The Tablet is used in the Opening and Closing rituals of this Grade as the material 
base for the concentration of the powers of the element of Water, and the entities 
called Undines. The secret of its construction and the method of its use are 
reserved for the Second Order. 


THE PASSING THE RIVER ALPHABET. 


The Water Tablet uses the Passing the River Alphabet. It was first mentions by 
Heinrich Cornelius Agrippa in his work, Three Books of Occult philosophy from the 
16" Century. Like the other magical alphabets, (Malachim and Passing the River) 
they are derived from Hebrew. This alphabet can also be found in Abraham de 
Balmis Peculium Abrae. Grammatica hebraea una cum latino, Venetiis, 1523, sig. 
B6v. Also in Geoffroy Tory, Champ Fleury, Paris 1529, f. 76v ubi tamen: “Lettres 
Chaldaiques,” and Giovanni Agostino Panteo's Voarchadumia contra alchimiam, 
Venice, 1530, pp. 545-46. 


The Passing the River alphabet itself is not secret, and is to be found in many 
books on magic. It need not be committed to memory. The only secret about it to 
which your obligation refers, is the fact that our Order uses this alphabet in this 
particular Grade, and for writing the characters of the Tablet of Water. 


The various alphabets used in our Order in the Grades from Neophyte to 
Philosophus are all traditional, and quite generally known. They are included in 
our texts, partly for reference, as an aid to deciphering certain magical seals and 
talismans which have been handed down from the past; and partly for a more 
practical reason, which has to do with the magical work undertaken in the Second 
Order. 


The letters of the Passing the River Writing have the names of the familiar Hebrew 
letters, but include no characters for the final forms. 
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Tablet of Water 


Admission Badge for the 31* Path. 


Pyramid of Flame 


A tetrahedron (plural: tetrahedra) is a polyhedron composed of four triangular 
faces, three of which meet at each vertex. A regular tetrahedron is one in which 
the four triangles are regular, or "equilateral", and is one of the Platonic solids. A 
tetrahedron can be folded from a single sheet of paper. 


The solid, triangular pyramid, or tetrahedron, is an appropriate glyph of fire. It is 
formed of four triangles, three visible, and one concealed, which yet is a synthesis 
of the rest. The three visible triangles represent fire: Solar; volcanic or 
Terrestrial; and Astral; while the fourth represents the Latent Heat. 


Key 20, Judgment 


The Tarot Key of the 31*' Path is Key 20, Judgment. Refer to you colored tarot deck 
to see the picture. 


Key 20 is a symbol of the inner meaning of the 3157 Path. This is a glyph of the 
Powers of Fire. 


The angel represents Gabriel, the great archangel, ruler of the Element of Water, 
to which this Grade is attributed. Yet, is this Water truly Fire, and thus do 
alchemists agree that in the practice of their art they use the Secret Fire hidden in 
the Element of Water. 


The trumpet represents the influence of Spirit, descending from Binah, while the 
banner with the cross refers to the four rivers of Paradise, and to the letters of the 
Holy Tetragrammaton. 


The right hand figure below is the ruler of Volcanic or Terrestrial Fire; the left 
hand figure is the ruler of Astral Fire; and the central lower figure, with his back 
turned, is symbolic of Latent Heat. 


Another tradition of our Order refers the figure of the angel to Michael, ruler of 
Solar Fire, corresponding to the Egyptian Osiris; the male figure to Samael, ruler 
of Terrestrial Fire, corresponding to Pluto, and the Egyptian Typhon, the female 
figure to Haniel, ruler of Astral Fire, corresponding to Venus, Ceres, Persephone, 
and the Egyptian Isis; and the central lower figure to Arel, angel of Fire and ruler 
of Latent Heat, corresponding to the Egyptian Horus, and to the candidate who 
traverses the Path of Fire. 


THE SEVEN HEAVENS 


Our ancient brethren further inform us that by the 7 Double letters, He 
who created all things, designed, produced, combined, and formed with 
them: 7 Planets; 7 Worlds; 7 Heavens; 7 Earths; 7 Rivers; and 7 Seas. 


This is a symbolic representation of the Seven Heavens, in Assiah, the 
Material World. 


The first heaven is Ghereboth, referred to Chesed, wherein are the 
Treasures of Blessings. The 2"? heaven is Mekon, referred to Geburah, 
wherein are the Treasures of the Spirit of Life. The 3" is Maghon, 
referred to Tiphareth, wherein are Angels, The 4" is Zebol, referred 
to Netzach, wherein is the Supernal Altar, whereon Michael the great 
High Priest sacrifices the Souls of the Just. The 5" heaven is 
Shachagqim, referred to Hod, wherein is the Manna. The 6" is Raquie, 
wherein are the Sun and Moon, the Stars and Planets and all the 10 
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Spheres, and is referred to Yesod. The 7“ heaven is Velun, referred to 
Malkuth, wherein is the Shamayim, or Heavens containing 18,000 
worlds, and Thebel, the World between Eden and Gehenna. 


THE SEVEN PALACES 


Our brethren of old penetrated deep into the mysteries of the number 
Seven, for it is said that He, who created all things, preferred the 
number Seven above all things under His Heaven. 


This is a diagram representing the 10 Sephiroth united into 7 Palaces, 
the understanding of which affords the key to many mysteries of the 
number Seven. 


The first palace contains Kether, Chokmah, and Binah; the second 
palace contains Chesed; the third palace contains Geburah; the fourth, 
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Tiphareth; the fifth, Netzach; the sixth, Hod; and the seventh, Yesod 
and Malkuth. 
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Contiguous to and below the plane of the material universe, resides the 
Qlippoth: a plane of chaos and confusion wherein exists the shells of the 
dead, and evil forces inimical to man. 


This is the 10 Averse and Evil Sephiroth of the Qlippoth or Shells 
collected into Seven Palaces wherein is the Apocalyptic mystery of the 7 
heads and 10 horns. 


The Qlippoth of Kether are called the Two Contending Forces; the 
shells of Chokmah are the Hinderers; those of Binah are the 
Concealers, those of Chesed are the Breakers in Pieces; to Geburah 
belong the Burners; to Tiphareth, the Disputers; to Netzach, the Ravens 
of Death, dispersing all things; to Hod, the Deceivers; to Yesod, the 
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Obscene; and the shell of Malkuth is the Evil Woman; but these Evil 
Sephiroth have also many other names. 


Admission Badge for the 30" Path. 


Solar Greek Cross 


The Solar Greek 
Cross 


Admission Badge For 
the 30th Path 
of 
= 


The Solar Greek Cross is formed of 13 squares which fitly refer to the sun's motion 
through the Zodiac, these signs being arranged in the arms of the cross according 
to the four elements, with the Sun in the center, thus representing that luminary as 
the center of the whole. 
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Key 18, The Sun 


The Tarot Key of the 30" Path is Key 19, The Sun. Refer to you color tarot deck to 
see the picture. 


The 19" Key of Tarot, symbolizes the meanings of the 30" path of Wisdom. 


The face of the Sun symbolizes the truth that the day-star is a great center of life 
and consciousness, akin to the life and consciousness of man. 


Its principal rays are alternately waved and salient, symbolizing the alternation of 
the masculine and feminine natures. 


Besides these are 48 other rays, arranged in groups of three, to show the threefold 
activity of the solar power as fashioning, maintaining and transforming all things. 


Thus the total number of rays is 64, the square of the number 8, to which the 
Grade of Practicus is specially referred. 


The 13 Hebrew Yods falling from the Sun refer by their number to Unity and Love, 
because 13 is the value of the Hebrew nouns corresponding to these words. 


The wall is of stone, laid in 5 courses, to represent the 5 senses. It is a symbol of 
those limitations which your training in the practice of occult science will enable 
you to overcome. Yet it is of stone, an ancient symbol for truth and union, because 
your work, even though it may enable you to transcend the limits of physical 
sensation, will not require you to deny such truths as may be discovered by right 
use of physical sense. 


The sunflowers represent 5 stages in the manifestation of life in physical form. 
They are sunflowers, to show that all such manifestation, here on earth, is made 
possible by solar radiation. Four of them, fully open, represent respectively the 
mineral, vegetable, animal and human kingdoms. The fifth, yet in bud, is a symbol 
of the Fifth Kingdom, composed of beings who have advanced beyond the 
limitations of natural humanity. 


The two children, dancing in a fairy ring, are types of regenerated humanity. At 
the stage represented by this Key, the regeneration is yet at its beginning. 


A tradition of our Order says also that the boy represents the element of earth, the 


girl the element of water, while the Sun and the letters Yod refer to the elements 
of fire and air. 
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THE 5-FOLD FIRE 


TREE OF LIFE 


OTZ CH . 
Showing the Fivefold Fire 


The Ancients noted the numerical correspondence of the phrase "Ruach Elohim." 
Spirit of God, with the letter Shin, the emblem of Fire. Fire was to them a fitting 
symbol of Spirit, for Fire is the transforming element, breaking down forms 


outworn, so that they may be remolded into more perfect expressions of the Life- 
Power. 


This diagram is a representation of the different forms of Fire assigned to the 
Sephiroth. 


Spirit or Akasha of Fire is assigned to Kether. Chokmah, the "Root of Fire", 
corresponds to "Fire of Fire." Binah, "Root of Water" is assigned to Water of Fire. 
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Air of Fire is assigned to Tiphareth. Finally, Terrestrial Fire corresponds to 
Malkuth. 


Thus do we see the One Fire of Spirit manifesting in different modes from the 
Throne of Thrones to the Garden of Eden. 


THE FOUR TIDES 
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There are tides in the Unseen, and the success of our magical working depends 
very largely upon the set of those tides. They are of several kinds, and produce 
different results. We may roughly divide them into five types: 


Stellar, Solar, Planetary, Lunar and Terrestrial. In actual work the influences of 
the stellar, solar and lunar tides work upon us through the magnetic sphere of the 
Earth, since it is in the sphere of the Earth that they produce their effect. We, 


being Children of Earth, as well as of the race of the Starry Heavens, respond to 
the varying tides of our mother-planet. 


As the earth rotates on its axis, and also travels at the same time around the Sun, 
centers of stress are set up in the magnetic sphere of the earth. Any part of the 
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earth's surface sends out a positive current from East to West during the daytime. 
So there is a steady current or tide, in the magnetic sphere of the earth, flowing 
from East to West. When we align our temples to the East, it is in recognition of 
this flow. 


As the earth moves round the sun, a magnetic current passes from the North to the 
South during six months, and the reverse is the case for the remaining six months. 
These "seasonal" tides are also of great practical value. They are marked by the 
solstices and equinoxes and are classified as follows: 

The Tide of Planning: From the Autumnal Equinox to the Winter Solstice. 

The Tide of Destruction: From the Winter Solstice to the Spring Equinox. 

The Tide of Planting: From the Vernal Equinox to the Summer Solstice. 

The Tide of Harvest: From the Summer Solstice to the Autumnal Equinox. 

Of course, these Tides are not so sharply defined; they merge one into the other 
and the "cusps", where this merging takes place, are of mixed influence. As the 
author of Ecclesiastes says, "there is a time for sowing and a time for reaping, a 


time to be born and a time to die, and for everything under the sun there is a 
time." 
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PLANETARY SYMBOLS 
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The Alchemical Planets 


The astrological symbols of the planets are derived from the 3 primary 
forms; the circle, the crescent, and the cross; either singly or in 
combination. The circle denotes the Sun and gold, the crescent, the 
Moon and silver, respectively analogous to the Red and the White 
alchemical natures. The Cross is the symbol of corrosion. The color of 
a corrosion of a metal is usually complementary to its natural color. 
Thus copper which is reddish becomes green in verdigris, etc. 


Mercury is the only one of the planetary symbols which unites all three 
of the primary forms in one symbol. Saturn is composed of the Cross 
and the Crescent, showing that Lead is corrosive externally and Lunar 
internally. Jupiter is the reverse. Mars is solar internally while Venus 
is the opposite, for copper is externally of the nature of gold, but 
internally corrosive. Therefore also, the name of the sphere of Venus, 
Nogah, denotes "External Splendor." 
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QABALIST DIAGRAM OF CONCENTRIC CIRCLES 


ae MALKUT H- 


The Tree of Life is not the only manner of representing the 10 Sephiroth. This 
diagram, showing them as concentric circles, is given in many older Qabalistic 
writings. The central circle is Kether, and then the successive concentric circles 
are attributed to the remaining Sephiroth. 


The main purpose of this diagram is to indicate the principles of the human 
constitution in a manner less confusing than the Tree of Life diagram. It shows 
plainly that Yekhidah in Kether is the central, innermost principle of man. From 
the center of this Kether circle runs a radius of the whole system of circles, 
corresponding to the thread-soul of human personality. On it are strung the small 
circles whose Hebrew names and English text show clearly what they represent. 


The center of the personal system is the EGO in Tiphareth. Thus the constitution 
of personality is represented by the concentric dotted circles surrounding the 
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small circle representing the Egoic body. Note that there are no circles 
representing bodies or vehicles in the larger circles of Chesed and Geburah, 
corresponding to memory and volition. These are cosmic powers which are not 
embodied. 


There are, therefore, seven vehicles, indicated by this diagram: 1. The Causal 
Body, corresponding to Chaiah, the Life-force; 2. The Buddhic body, vehicle of the 
Divine Soul; 3. The Egoic Body, vehicle of Ruach; 4. The Desire body; 5. The 
Mental Body; 6. The Astral Body; 7. The Physical Body. 


Some occult systems speak also of an etheric body, but the Qabalistic schools hold 


that this normally is one of the subtler aspects of the physical body, and do not 
count it as a separate vehicle. 
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THE TREE OF ALCHEMY 


The Tree of Alchemy 


the outcome of the alchemical process gives the alchemist a consciousness of the 
Oneness of All, from which there follows a development of that genuine love of his 
fellows which is rooted in his perception of the FACT of human brotherhood. At 
the same time, the alchemical process requires analysis, or separation, and this 
analysis is an act of mind. It is the work of alchemical Mercury, an indispensable 
preliminary to the synthesis which makes possible the manifestation of the New 
Man. The diagram before you depicts the Alchemical Maxim: "The Great Work is 
performed by the Sun and the Moon with the aid of Mercury." In an explanatory 
lecture of this grade, an extended discussion of the Stages of the Great Work is 
covered. Here it is enough to state that it is the Sun who performs the Great 
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Work; the Moon is the Matter upon whom the Great Work is performed; and 
Mercury is the agency through which it is accomplished. 


Admission Badge for the Temple of Hod 


The Octahedron 


An octahedron (plural: octahedra) has eight faces. A regular octahedron is a 
Plotonic solid composed of eight equlateral triagles, , four of which meet at each 
vertex.. 


The octahedron is the special emblem of this Grade, because it is the regular solid 
having eight equal faces. Thus it corresponds particularly to the power of the 
number 8. 


This solid is closely related to the cube, for both cube and octahedron have exactly 
13 axes of symmetry. Again, a cube has 6 faces, 12 boundaries, and 8 corners, so 
that the sum of the numbers required to describe its proportions is 26. Similarly, 
the octahedron has 8 faces, 6 corners and 12 boundaries, so that the sum of the 
numbers required to set forth its proportions is also 26, the special number of the 
Tetragrammaton. 


When held so the face of the octahedron turned to show the down-pointing triangle 
of the element of Water, to which this Grade is referred, and the base of the solid 
is also, relatively to you, a water triangle. 


The other three sides now visible to you form fire triangles. Two support the water 
triangle facing you, and the third is the top of the octahedron. This is a symbolic 
representation of the union of the powers of water and of fire in alchemical 
Mercury, which is also referred to this Grade of Practicus. 


If the solid be reversed, so that the top, as you observe it, becomes a water 


triangle, the two triangles on either side will be water triangles also, and the face 
immediately before you will be a fire triangle. 
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Our ancient brethren, observing these and other peculiarities of the octahedron, 
Saw in it a fitting emblem of the fiery fluid which alchemists most commonly 
designated as "their water", or "their Mercury". 


This fiery fluid is what is symbolized by the rays of the sun in the 19" Key of Tarot, 
and the children in that picture are another representation of the same thing, 


which is sometimes called "Rebis", in reference to the duality of its various forms 
of manifestation. 


THE GARDEN OF EDEN 
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THE GARDEN OF EDEN BEFORE THE FALL 


This diagram represents the symbolism of the Garden of Eden. At the summit is 
the Supernal Eden, containing the three Supernal Sephiroth, summed up and 
contained in Aima Elohim, the Mother Supernal, the Woman of the 12" chapter of 
the Apocalypse, clothed with the Sun, and with the Moon under her feet. On her 
head is a crown, symbolic of Kether, surmounted by 12 stars. 


And, whereas the name Tetragrammaton is joined to the name Elohim, when it is 
said that "Tetragrammaton Elohim planted a garden eastward in Eden", so this 
represents the power of the Father joined thereto in the glory from the face of the 


Ancient of Days. 
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In the Garden were the Tree of Life, and the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and of 
Evil. This latter tree is from Malkuth, the lowest Sephirah, between the rest of the 
Sephiroth and the Kingdom of Shell. That kingdom is represented by the Great 
Red Dragon coiled beneath, having 7 heads (the 7 Infernal Palaces) and 10 horns 
(The 10 Averse Sephiroth of evil contained in the seven palaces.) 


And the river Nahar went forth out of Eden (namely from the Supernal Triad), to 
water the Garden (the rest of the Sephiroth), and from thence it was divided into 
four heads in Da'ath, whence it is said: "In Da'ath the depths are broken up, and 
the clouds drop down dew." 


The first head is Pison, which flows into Geburah, whence there is gold. It is the 
River of Fire. The second is Gihon, the River of Waters, flowing into Chesed. The 
third is Hiddekel, the River of Air, flowing into Tiphareth. And the fourth, which 
receives the virtues of the other three, is Phrath, or Euphrates, which flows down 
upon Malkuth, the Earth. 


The river going forth out of Eden is the River of the Apocalypse, the Waters of Life, 
clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and the Lamb, on either side 
of which was the Tree of Life, bearing twelve manner of fruit. 


Thus do the rivers of Eden form a cross, and on that cross the great Adam, the Son 
who is to rule the nations with a rod of Iron, is extended from Tiphareth, and his 
arms stretch out to Chesed and Geburah. 


In Malkuth is Eve, mother of all and completion of all, and above the Universe she 
supports with her hands the eternal pillars of the Sephiroth. 


THE ALTAR APPOINTMENTS. The symbols of fan, red lamp, paten of salt, and 


cup, and their positions on the altar need no additional explanation beyond that 
given in the Theoricus Ritual. 
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ALTAR ARRANGEMENT 


The cross above the triangle represents the power of the Spirit of Life, rising 
above the triangle of the waters, and reflecting the Triune therein. The cup of 
water at the junction of the cross and the triangle represents the maternal letter, 
Mem. 


KAMEA 


Kamea in Hebrew 
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Kamea (Ben Franklin) 
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This diagram is the Kamea, or Magic Square, of Mercury. It is formed of 64 
squares, or cells, arranged eight by eight. The Hebrew letters you see within the 
cells represent the numbers one through sixty-four. The constant summation of 
the lines, vertical, horizontal, or diagonal, is 260, while the total number 
represented by the 64 cells is 2080, which is the theosophical extension of 64. The 
Kamea given was first discovered by Ben Franklin. 
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MAGIC LINE 
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The Magic Line of 6 


This diagram is the Magic Line of Mercury, formed by drawing straight lines from 
center to center of the 64 squares, in the consecutive order of their numbers. 
Even this casual inspection will show you how striking a symbol of equilibrium is 
this magic line. 
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ALCHEMICAL MERCURY ON THE TREE OF LIFE 
& 
PLANETS RESUMED IN MERCURY 
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Unification of the Planets in Mercury 


The above diagram shows the Alchemical symbol of Mercury on the Tree of Life. It 
embraces all but Kether. The horns spring from Da'ath which is not properly a 
sephirah, but rather the conjunction of Chokmah and Binah. 


The lower diagram representing the combination of the symbols of the planets to 
form the symbol of Mercury, the planet attributed to this Grade. In this apparently 
arbitrary and fanciful figure there is concealed an occult truth which is more fully 
explained in a text belonging to this Grade. 
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FUNCTIONS OF CONSCIOUSNESS OF THE TREE OF LIFE 
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Showing the Functions of Consciousness 


Our ancient brethren inform us that the 22 letters of flame are the foundation of all 
things; for He who formed the Universe, has formed, weighed, and composed 
these 22 letters into every created thing; and the form of everything which shall 
hereafter be. 


Three mothers, 7 doubles, and 12 simples; all but parts of one living body. One 
above three, three above 7, and 7 above 12; and all connected one with the other. 


Before you is a symbolic representation of the unity of 3, 7 and 12, operating as 
Functions of Consciousness in the Universal Mind and the Mind of Man. 


From the Three Mothers spring forth Three Fathers, and Air, Water, and Fire. 
From the Seven Doubles, come forth the Seven Opposites; for the seven are called 
double because each letter presents a contrast, or permutation, of its inherent 
quality of goodness. Thus we have Life, and its opposite of Death; Wisdom and its 
opposite of Folly; Peace and Strife; Wealth and Poverty; Grace and Sin; 
Fruitfulness and Sterility, and Dominion and Slavery. 
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The 12 simple letters are the foundations for the twelve qualities of sensory 
perception: Sight, Hearing; Smell; Speech; Taste; Touch; Work; Locomotion; 
Wrath; Mirth; Meditation; and Sleep. 


29 


mD 
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This is a diagram of the soul or the occult constitution of Man on the Tree of Life, 
subdivided into Four Planes of Consciousness, and answering to the Four 
Qabalistic Worlds. 


The highest plane, corresponding to Atziluth, is that of the Divine Triad, and 
includes the Sephiroth Kether, Chokmah and Binah. 


The next plane is that of the Egoic Triad, corresponding to Briah, and includes the 
Sephiroth Chesed, Geburah and Tiphareth. 


Below the Egoic Triad is the Personality Triad, corresponding to Yetzirah, and 
consisting of the Sephiroth Netzach, Hod and Yesod. 


Lastly, is the Tetrad of the physical Body, consisting of Malkuth and the four 
elements, corresponding to the Qabalistic world of Assiah. 
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THE TREE OF LIFE IN SEVEN PLANES 
Spiritual Plane b 
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The Seven Celestial Spheres or Planes, which lead from the Material to the 
Spiritual, and answer by analogy to the seven planets of the ancients in a manner 
different than you have previously learned. 


Also mention is made of seven planes of consciousness leading to the union with 
the Divine Self, the Indivisible Self Qabalists term the Yechidah. This is a diagram 
of the Tree of Life, arranged into Seven Planes, answering to the Seven Planets of 
the ancients, and the Seven Planes of Consciousness. 


Thus, Saturn answers to Kether and the Spiritual Plane; Jupiter answers to 

Chokmah and Binah, and the Causal Plane; Mars answers to the Higher Mental 
Plane, and to the Sephiroth Chesed and Geburah; the Sun answers to Tiphareth, 
and the Egoic Plane; Venus answers to Netzach and Hod, and the Lower Mental 
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Plane; Mercury answers to Yesod, and the Astral Plane; while Luna corresponds to 
Malkuth, and the Physical Plane. 
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TAROT ON THE TREE OF LIFE 
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TREE OF LIFE 


"Showing the true attribution of the Tarot" 


This is a diagram which shows the true and genuine attribution of the Tarot Keys 
to the Tree of Life. The four Aces correspond to the Throne of Kether, with the 
remaining small cards of each suit corresponding to the respectively numbered 
Sephirah: twos to Chokmah; threes to Binah, and so on. 


The 22 trumps, or Major Arcana, are assigned to the letters of the paths between 
the Sephiroth. 


While the court cards, answering to the four letters of the Holy Tetragrammaton, 
are assigned to their respective Sephiroth: The Kings to Chokmah; the Queens to 
Binah; the Knights or Princes to Tiphareth; and the Knaves, Princesses, or Pages to 
Malkuth. 
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